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Don’t panic !

Phone 01635 37550



Play and Exploration are the cornerstones of learning. A person with 
poor co-ordination and control, communication problems, or one who cannot 
walk, has less chance to explore and play and is less effective when they do 
so.

For a person with all these problems, learning is difficult. It’s a vicious circle - 

lack of physical control means no mobility - no mobility restricts the ability to 
explore the surroundings thus leading to an inability to learn how to learn. 
Communicating with others involves new learning - tasks like tracking, 
scanning or coding.  Even if learning is successful, the results don’t transfer 
because the skills needed for another task, say mobility, are rarely the same.

The Smart Wheelchair was designed to help, by providing:

-  a common learning environment for communication, mobility, and some 
structured play and exploration, in which skills transfer from task to task.

-  some relief from the responsibility for mundane mobility tasks, whilst new 
skills are acquired.

This Manual should be read in conjunction with the Wheelchair Playbook,  
which sketches out things to do with the Smart Wheelchair, as well as 
outlining some of the background to its development.

How to Use this Manual

The Smart Wheelchair design has been evolving since 1991, and this process 
continues.  As we discover new uses for the wheelchair and add new features, 
we will be issuing new versions of the Manual.  This can be quite confusing, 
especially if you try to use an old version of the Manual or if you have to look 
through the new version to find out what is changed.   

As we introduce new information, these will be given out as amendment sheets 
that can be inserted into the appropriate place and the old sheet removed if 
required.
  
Any comments or suggestions that you would like to see incorporated into the 
Manual will be gratefully received by Smile Rehab and CALL.

Have fun!
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